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progress/they say,(this united system had made among the Pres-
byterians of the North, it had, as we apprehend, made but little
way among the Catholics throughout the kingdom, until after the
recall of Earl Fitzwilliam.51

It may not be out of place to add here the opinion of a great
English statesman on the transaction. 4 As to the Catholic Bill/
wrote Pox, c it is not only right in principle, but, after all that
was given to the Catholics two years ago, it seems little short of
madness to dispute (and at such a time as this) about the very
little which remains to be given them. To suppose it possible
that, now they are electors, they will long submit to be ineligible
to Parliament, appears to me to be absurd beyond measure, but
common sense seems to be totally lost out of the councils of this
devoted country.3 2

Never at any other period of Irish history had the recall of
a Lord Lieutenant struck such consternation through the country.
In Parliament, Sir Lawrence Parsons made himself the chief
mouthpiece of the prevailing feeling. We have seen that, when
the supplies were voted, this very able man had warned the
Parliament, with a sagacity which the event only too fully j usti-
fied, against excessive confidence in the English Cabinet, and had
vainly tried to induce them to unite their grants with stipula-
tions for redress of grievances. He had not forgotten that, only
ten years before, large additional supplies were voted by the
Parliament of Ireland, in response to the offer of the English
Minister to grant free trade between England and Ireland, and
that, after those supplies had been granted, the commercial pro-
positions were so mutilated that they were ultimately aban-
doned. On February 26 he rose to ask if the prevailing
rumours of the recall of Pitzwilliam, and of the withdrawal of
the concessions to the Catholics, were well founded. L If those
measures/ he said/ were now to be relinquished which gentlemen
had promised with so much confidence to the country, and on the
faith of which the House had been called on to vote the enormous
sum of one million seven hundred thousand pounds, he must
consider this country as brought to the most awful and alarming
crisis she had ever known in any period of her history.7 3 On
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